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impossible—warmist ideology is crumbling.
There is no climate armageddon on the hori-
zon.

But don’t expect global warm-mongers to
admit this. As we’ve discovered from a new
trove of emails sent by leading European cli-
mate-change scientists, there has been a
vast, global green conspiracy to silence sci-
entific opposition to the idea—even to the
point of falsifying data and ruining others’
careers.

Subscribe to the IBD Editorials Podcast—
The left’s entire prescription for solving the
world’s ills—ranging from population control
to strict regulation of businesses to shrink-
ing CO2 output—are premised on the notion
that carbon-dioxide is a poison.

Happily, the left’s pernicious, economy-de-
stroying and false global warming ideology
is collapsing under a growing body of evi-
dence that the CO2 scare is a fraud.

Who says we have nothing to be thankful
for?

And despite the weaknesses of the
linkage between CO, and temperature,
the alarmists continue with their tac-
tics. We just heard a report published
in Nature Climate Change in the last
few days that CO, emissions in 2010
went up by 5.9 percent, which scientists
claimed was the highest total annual
growth ever recorded—except they
didn’t record any CO, emissions. They
estimated that based on energy use.
They didn’t take into account new
technologies that make gas and oil and
coal cleaner and greener. The scientists
didn’t care about how cleanly coal and
0il might be being burned; they just es-
timated—or guesstimated—CO, emis-
sions based on the total amount of coal
and oil used. And the media, like their
lapdogs, faithfully reported that this
sounds like a calamity when you have
so much more CO, coming in, even
though they never measured any CO,
emissions. None of it was actually re-
corded.

The truth is CO, is not a pollutant.
Anybody perpetuating that myth that
CO, is dangerous, a dangerous pollut-
ant, is contributing to the health-de-
structive impact of real pollution by
diverting resources and attention away
from these very real challenges. We
have wasted $25 billion or more on this
foolishness. That is money that could
have been used to develop new energy
technologies, for example, that could
have moved us off of our dependence on
foreign oil.

Some examples of these technologies
are the small modular nuclear reactors
which could offer us safety and no pol-
lution, no leftover waste, but we didn’t
have the money for that. How about
space-based solar power, which could
collect solar energy from the sun out
in outer space and transmit it to the
Earth?

Developing these new technologies
will take hundreds of millions of dol-
lars for these new reactors, billions of
dollars for a space-based solar. Instead,
we’ve squandered our billions of dollars
and our limited science money and
technology dollars on trying to prove
that man-made global warming is
something that we have to worry about
and spread the fear.

We have not pursued these or other
technologies which could have fun-
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damentally benefited everyone on the
Earth because we have been wasting
our time and our resources. We have
been trying to figure out how to bury
carbon in the ground and other such
things.

Well, Mr. Speaker, I'm here to ex-
plain that this is utter nonsense and to
warn of the danger that lurks behind
this high-sounding cause.

Don’t miss the significance, by the
way, of the Durban conference in South
Africa that is gathering now to deter-
mine how best to control our lives.
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As happened in Kyoto and Copen-
hagen in the past, they now are meet-
ing in Durban to try to find ways of
issuing mandates to the people of the
world in the name of stopping global
warming.

Mr. Speaker, I would suggest to the
people of the United States they pay
close attention to this. Eisenhower
isn’t here to protect us anymore. The
fact is our freedom is at stake. The
globalists would like to control the
people of the United States. It’s up to
us to defend our freedom. The patriots
will win if we stand together.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

YEAR IN REVIEW: FIRST SESSION
OF 112TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KINZINGER of Illinois). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
5, 2011, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. WEST) is recognized for 30 min-
utes.

Mr. WEST. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I think it’s very important that, as
we draw to the close of this first ses-
sion of the 112th Congress, we come
back and we do what I believe is a
yearly review or an assessment.

Mr. Speaker, today, the 8th of De-
cember, was the target adjournment
day that the leadership of the new ma-
jority of the United States House of
Representatives hoped would mark the
end of the first session of the 112th
Congress. Yet today we are short of
completing some of the most impor-
tant work that we must accomplish.

As we enter the final days of 2011 and
approach the end of this first session of
the 112th Congress, I must take the
time to offer an apology to the citizens
of the 22nd Congressional District of
Florida and to all my fellow citizens
across this great Nation. It is not be-
cause we have not changed the con-
versation here in Washington, D.C., but
because I would have hoped our exer-
tions would have been as a collective
body a bit greater. Failure to pass a
balanced budget amendment was a
great disappointment and an example
of a lack of exertion.

When I was elected to the House of
Representatives in November 2010, I
was one of over 80 new Members that
you, the American people, sent to the
House of Representatives, entrusting
each one of us to come to Capitol Hill
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and work diligently—and differently
than our predecessors—on the critical
issues our country was facing during
these challenging times. Record high
unemployment; a quickly growing
debt; out-of-control spending that leads
to budget deficits year after year; a
spiraling foreclosure rate around the
country, and specifically back in our
district in south Florida; businesses
shutting their doors, due in part to in-
creasing uncertainty provided by the
government from crushing regulations
issued by Federal agencies in Wash-
ington, D.C., and the list goes on.

Friends, neighbors, colleagues, and
our fellow citizens all believed our Na-
tion was on the wrong track, and we
were concerned for our future. Many of
them felt our country’s best days were
in the past and that our future looked
bleak. Each of them wanted our Fed-
eral Government to take a different
course of action.

Mr. Speaker, I spent the majority of
my adult life—22 years—serving in the
United States Army, never having been
elected to public office. I have dedi-
cated my career to serving our great
Nation. But unlike many of those
whom I serve with here in Congress, I
am not a career politician. I have led
soldiers in combat on foreign battle-
fields, and was ready to go to our Na-
tion’s Capitol and lead from the front
on this new battlefield. I understood
that where my political experience
would fall short, my military training
would enable me to serve my constitu-
ents well in the Halls of Congress, be-
cause in the military we were taught a
simple principle, Mr. Speaker, and I
think you know it well: We work until
the mission is complete. And on elec-
tion night of 2010, I knew that I was
embarking, along with my new col-
leagues, on one of the most challenging
missions that I would ever face.

The leadership of the new majority in
the House of Representatives created a
calendar for the first session of this
Congress, and as a newly elected Mem-
ber of this body, I provided my assess-
ment, stating that I believed the sched-
ule did not provide the necessary days
on Capitol Hill to address the pressing
issues our Nation faced. Now, 1 year
later, unfortunately, it seems I was
correct. On the eve of the holiday sea-
son, the United States Congress is deal-
ing with some of its most important
issues, all while pressed against the de-
sire to be home and with our families
and loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, I, along with you, spent
many holidays away from my family
and friends while serving our country
in the Armed Forces. Every time I was
away from home during the holiday
season, as well as I'm sure you did, I
proudly put on my uniform and did my
duty on behalf of the American people.
And while I may not wear the uniform
of the United States Army any longer,
I am proud to put on my new uniform
of a suit and tie and spend this holiday
away from home, once again putting
our country first so that we may finish
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the job our constituents entrusted us
to do.

Now, I don’t want people to think
that I am not happy about certain
things, because I am truly pleased that
the regular order has been established
here and returned to the House floor.
The American people are able to see vi-
brant debate on the pressing issues and
legislation is developed by Members
and cleared through committee. We are
slowly seeing a move away from
megabills. Yet these so-called omnibus
bills do a disservice to the American
people because, rather than allowing
elected representatives to vote ‘‘aye”
or ‘‘nay’” on certain provisions, these
bills create a bill that includes hun-
dreds of provisions for passage.

During the first session in the month
of April, I was able to bring to the
House floor H.R. 1246. This bill cut $35.7
million of wasteful spending in the
form of printing and reproduction at
the Department of Defense. What was
so important about this legislation is
that the vote was 393-0, meaning that
we were able to get unanimous support
from both Republicans and Democrats.

The American people expect their
elected to work together to deal with
the issues of our Nation. However, Mr.
Speaker, we have witnessed over 900
days without the United States Senate
passing a budget. That’s 900 days. When
the House of Representatives did our
job and passed a budget on the 15th of
April 2011, Democrats continued to use
it as a political weapon since it finally
addresses the exorbitant mandatory
spending that is bankrupting our coun-
try and leaving critical programs like
Social Security and Medicare on an
unsustainable path.

Americans continue to struggle with
9 percent-plus unemployment for over
a year. In south Florida, it is even
higher. But instead of debating the 20-
plus bills passed by the House, many
bipartisan, that address the anemic
jobs situation in which we are stuck,
these bills languish on Senate Majority
Leader HARRY REID’s desk while Presi-
dent Obama continues to try to con-
vince the American people that this is
a ‘‘do-nothing’’ Congress. It is indeed a
““do-nothing’ Senate.

One of the most important and con-
stitutionally mandated functions of
the Congress is to fund the Federal
Government each year before the be-
ginning of the fiscal year on October 1.
This year, of the 12 funding bills, the
House completed six of those bills and
the United States Senate only com-
pleted one. Congress did not finish con-
ferencing any appropriations bills to be
signed by the President by the October
1 deadline. This means that once again
we had to pass continuing resolutions
to prevent a shutdown of the Federal
Government.

I wrote the chairman of the House
Committee on Appropriations sug-
gesting that appropriations bills should
be considered on a priority-based tiered
system. I presented several questions,
such as what he believed should be con-
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sidered priority bills and whether or
not certain appropriations bills should
cover a 2-year period in order to pro-
vide more certainty in the market-
place.

Mr. Speaker, in the military some-
thing that continues to fail means that
it is broken. And when something is
broken, it must be fixed. Our fellow
citizens understand that the path we
are on is broken and they also under-
stand it is time to fix it. Therefore, we
must focus on structural reforms to
our legislative and appropriations proc-
ess.

Over the course of my first year in
office, I have been asked numerous
times why we refuse to compromise
and why can’t we just get something
done. Mr. Speaker, I find it very funny
that no one talked about compromise
in regard to a $2 trillion health care
law or a $1 trillion stimulus package or
cap-and-trade or Card Check. But my
answer is simple: The House of Rep-
resentatives has tried to work with the
Senate and President Obama; yet they
refuse to listen to the will of the peo-
ple. Tabling the cut, cap, and balance
piece of legislation during the debt de-
bate is a prime example. Instead, they
wish to remain on the same path that
has proved to be a failure year after
year. They refuse to believe that we
need major structural reforms. They
did not heed the message of the Amer-
ican people of November of 2010.
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And while Washington, D.C. has a
budget deficit, the leadership deficit is
even more disconcerting. Mr. Speaker,
leaders take responsibility; and rarely
do they take credit, a simple lesson
that was taught to me as a young cap-
tain in the United States Army. A
strong American leader would not take
the misfortunes facing the American
people and leverage it for political
gain. And the facts speak for them-
selves.

Since January of 2009, more than 2
million Americans are unemployed,
close to 26 million are underemployed.
National unemployment has been at or
above 9 percent for 28 straight months,
at or above 8 percent for 34 straight
months. And it is double that in the
black community.

Average gas prices have gone from
$1.83 to over $3.45. The Federal debt has
gone from $10.6 trillion to over $15 tril-
lion, with 3 straight years of trillion-
dollar-plus deficits. And the debt per
person, Mr. Speaker, has gone from
$34,000 to $48,000.

Food stamp recipients are up by 41
percent. Americans in poverty up 16
percent, with an increase of 6.4 million
Americans. The Misery Index is up 65
percent, and nearly 48.5 percent of
Americans are on some form of govern-
ment aid.

Home values are down 11 percent, and
health insurance premiums are up 23
percent, from $3,354 to over $4,000.
United States global competitiveness
is down from first to fifth in the world.
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We currently borrow 42 cents on
every dollar, a dollar which soon,
thanks to the insidious monetary poli-
cies emanating from the Federal Re-
serve, may not any longer be the de-
fault currency of the world.

Yet with these abysmal statistics, all
we hear from the big megaphone of the
White House is that we need to tax peo-
ple—particularly certain people—more.
We hear about extending a payroll tax
holiday, which is nothing but a Band-
Aid approach that only provides a very
short-term impetus. What no one is
telling the American people, especially
our seniors, is that the constant use of
payroll tax breaks continues to erode
the funding of Social Security, which
for the first time this year was running
at a deficit.

When combined with the unemploy-
ment situation, we are speeding up the
demise of Social Security in America.
At some point, there must be struc-
tural tax and unemployment reform;
and we must incentivize our job cre-
ators.

America is suffering, Mr. Speaker,
from crony capitalism in which the
government is picking the winners and
the losers in the free market, using our
hard-earned taxpayer dollars. We have
an Obama administration which be-
lieves it is the preeminent venture cap-
italist in our Nation. Episodes such as
Solyndra and MF Global should cause
us all grave concern.

You see, American exceptionalism is
not constrained by class or -caste.
There are income levels in our country;
but sound economic, tax, and regu-
latory policies enable our citizens to
transit those levels because America is
about equal opportunity and not equal
achievement, where liberal progres-
sives believe that they are the arbiters
of fairness.

There is no leadership emanating
from the White House. Instead, we have
policy by election-cycle sound bites
where the purpose is just to get re-
elected.

Too many politicians are now focused
on manipulative and deceitful rhetoric
and not developing visionary, pro-
growth economic policies for America.
The obvious goal, it seems to me, Mr.
Speaker, is to create more victims in
America, an America of dependency,
not individual independence.

Therefore, our Nation is truly at a
crossroads. There is an ever-widening
ideological chasm of what we are going
to become as a Nation: Shall America
continue as a constitutional Republic
led by men and women of courage, con-
viction, and character? Or shall Amer-
ica become a bureaucratic nanny state,
ruled by manipulative deceivers seek-
ing their own political gain?

Is America truly that shining city
that sits upon a hill, Mr. Speaker, or
will that light be forever extinguished?
The choice lies before the American
people. I hope that they will choose
wisely because our children and our
grandchildren are watching, as well as
our enemies abroad.
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But, Mr. Speaker, for America I say
this: fear not, for the Guardians of
America’s Honor shall ensure that the
greatest days for this constitutional
Republic lie ahead.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of district/constituent matters.

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for December 12
and until 4 p.m. December 13 on ac-
count of official business in the dis-
trict.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1958. An act to extend the National
Flood Insurance Program until May 31, 2012;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 535. An act to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to lease certain lands within
Fort Pulaski National Monument, and for
other purposes.

S. 683. An act to provide to the conveyance
of certain parcels of land to the town of Man-
tua, Utah.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 15 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, December 9, 2011, at 11 a.m.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4206. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Walnuts
Grown in California; Increased Assessment
Rate [Doc. No.: AMS-FV-11-0062; FV11-984-1
FR] received November 17, 2011, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

4207. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Onions
Grown in Certain Designated Counties in
Idaho, and Malheur County, OR; Modifica-
tion of Handling Regulations [Doc. No.:
AMS-FV-11-0025; FV11-958-1 FR] received No-

vember 17, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.
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4208. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Abamectin (avermectin);
Pesticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0619;
FRL-8890-2] received November 4, 2011, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

4209. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Amides, C5-C9, N-[3-
(dimethylamino)propyl] and amides, C6-C12,
N-[3-(dimethylamino)propyl]; Exemption
from the Requirement of a Tolerance [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2011-0093; FRL-8890-8] received No-

vember 4, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

4210. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Flutriafol; Pesticide Toler-
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0876; FRI-9325-6]
received November 4, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

4211. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Methacrylic acid-methy
methacrylate-polyethylene glycol mono-
methyl ether methacrylate graft copolymer;
Tolerance Exemption [EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-
0583; FRL-8891-4] received November 4, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

4212. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Methacrylic Polymer; Tol-
erance Exemption [EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0333;
FRIL-8891-1] received November 4, 2011, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

4213. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Trifloxystrobin; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0456; FRL-
8890-1] received November 4, 2011, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

4214. A letter from the Deputy to the
Chairman for External Affairs, Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation, transmitting
the Corporation’s final rule — Transfer and
Redesignation of Certain Regulations Involv-
ing State Savings Association Pursuant to
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act of 2010 (RIN: 3064-
ADB82) received November 15, 2011, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

4215. A letter from the Secretary, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule — Rescission of
Outdated Rules and Forms, and Amendments
to Correct References [Release Nos.: 33-9273,
39-65686, 34-2480, TA-3310 and IC-29855] received
November 15, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

4216. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Indi-
ana; Miscellaneous Metal and Plastic Parts
Surface Coating Rules [EPA-R05-OAR-2010-
1001; FRIL-9478-4] received October 11, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4217. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
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land; Adoption of Control Techniques Guide-
lines for Drum and Pail Coatings [EPA-R03-
0AR-2011-0610; FRI.-9479-4] received October
11, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4218. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; Adoption of Control Techniques Guide-
lines for Plastic Parts and Business Ma-
chines Coatings [EPA-R03-OAR-2011-0600;
FRL-9479-6] received October 11, 2011, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4219. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Transportation Conformity
Rule: MOVES Regional Grace Period Exten-
sion [EPA-HQ-OAR-2011-0393; FRIL-9478-1]
(RIN: 2060-ARO03) received October 11, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4220. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — OMB Approvals Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act; Technical Amend-
ment; Community Right-to-Know Toxic
Chemical Release Reporting [FRL 94884] re-
ceived November 4, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4221. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the California
State Implementation Plan, San Joaquin
Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District
[EPA-R09-OAR-2011-0312;  FRL-9485-4] re-
ceived November 4, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4222. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Regulatory Changes to Imple-
ment the United States/Australian Agree-
ment for Peaceful Nuclear Cooperation
[NRC-2011-0072] (RIN: 3150-AI9) received No-
vember 15, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4223. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Exports and Reexports to the
Principality of Liechtenstein [Docket No.:
110818514-1531-01] (RIN: 0694-AF33) received
November 15, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4224. A letter from the Chief Acquisition
Officer, General Service Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Federal Acquisition Regulation; Set-
Asides for Small Business [FAC 2005-54; FAR
Case 2011-024; Item VI; Docket 2011-0024, Se-
quence 01] (RIN: 9000-AM12) received Novem-
ber 4, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

4225. A letter from the Chief Acquisition
Officer, General Services Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Federal Acquisition Regulation; Sudan
Waiver Process [FAC 2005-54; FAR Case 2009-
041; Item VII; Docket 2010-0105, Sequence 1]
(RIN: 9000-AL65) received November 4, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

4226. A letter from the Chief Acquisition
Officer, General Services Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Federal Acquisition Regulation; Successor
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